CHAPTER X
Some Trinity Men
W. H. Thompson
WILLIAM HEPWORTH THOMPSON, who had been Master of Trinity since 1866, died in 1886. Before his election to the Mastership he had been a lecturer and tutor of the College, Regius Professor of Greek and Canon of Ely. His lectures as College Lecturer, and also as Regius Professor, on Ancient Philosophy, were exceptionally brilliant and attracted very large classes. His published work, however, was small, and in this respect, and indeed in almost every other, he was a great contrast to his predecessor William Whewell, who was a very voluminous writer, very energetic and somewhat overbearing. Whewell was, however, instrumental in introducing many reforms which have proved very beneficial. He was also a great benefactor to the College and erected at his own cost WhewelTs Court, the part of the College to the east of Trinity Street. Though he made no discoveries himself, by writing The History of the Inductive Sciences, and The Philosophy of the Inductive Sciences, he rendered good service to science. Faraday consulted him about the nomenclature he should use in describing his discoveries, and it is to him that we owe the terms electrode, cathode and anode. He was much more successful as an author than as College Tutor ; he seems to have known very little about his pupils, tti his time the Scholars of 267